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Abstract
Claw-free cubic graphs are counted with given connectedness and order. Tables are provided for claw-free cubic graphs with given
connectedness. This builds on methods for counting general cubic graphs by connectivity previously developed by Chae, Palmer,
and Robinson, and on the earlier enumeration of all claw-free cubic graphs by McKay, Palmer, Read, and Robinson.
© 2007 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction
A claw-free cubic graph G is a cubic graph which contains no induced subgraph isomorphic to K1,3. Therefore this
is precisely a cubic graphs whose vertices all belong to triangles. For convenience we refer to it as cfc graph. For a
study of the history of the enumeration of regular graphs the reader can consult Gropp [3] and for more recent work on
enumerating cubic and cfc graphs see [1,6].
In [6] Palmer et al. studied cfc graphs and computed the number of cfc graphs with up to 52 vertices. Moreover,
their paper contained a partial differential equation for the exponential generating function (egf) of labeled, general
cubic graphs. In [1] this equation was used to derive recurrence relations for general cubic graphs with a speciﬁed
number of multiple edges and loops by connectedness. There is another relevant paper with enumeration formu-
lae for cfc graphs, namely [5]. Combining results of these papers makes it possible to count cfc graphs with given
connectivity.
In the present paper, we will follow the terminology and method in [6] to ﬁnd the number of k-connected cfc graphs
where k = 1, 2, and 3. Since every vertex belongs to at least one triangle in a cfc graph, the maximum number of
triangles in which a vertex may lie is 3. A vertex lies in three triangles if and only if it is a vertex of K4. A diamond in
a cfc graph is an induced subgraph isomorphic to K4 − e. A vertex lies in exactly two triangles if and only if it is one
of the vertices of degree 3 in a diamond. A string of diamonds is an induced subgraph in which diamonds are adjacent
in series. A ring of diamonds is a connected component in which every vertex belongs to a diamond.
In [6] there are two important operations which convert general cubic graphs to cfc graphs. One of them is the
expansion operation which converts an edge of a general cubic graph to a string of diamonds. The inverse operation
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to expansion is called reduction. The other operation is dilation which inﬂates a vertex of a general cubic graph to a
triangle. The inverse operation to dilation is called contraction. Consider a cfc graph with no component isomorphic
to K4 or a ring of diamonds. The reduction operation applied to all strings of diamonds in this cfc graph results in a
general cubic graph with no loops but possibly some double edges. The two vertices of such a double edge are mutually
adjacent to a third vertex. These vertices constitute a trumpet. Still, every vertex must belong to a triangle. Note that if
e is an edge caused by a reduction, then such a triangle must be part of a trumpet in which e is a multiple edge. Now
the contraction operation completes the conversion from cfc graphs to general cubic graphs. These whole conversion
processes can be done reversely from general cubic graphs to cfc graphs which are used in this paper.
For general graph theoretic terminology and notation we follow [2] and the basic knowledge of labeled enumeration
techniques can be found in [4].








where h0(n) is the number of labeled cfc graphs on 2n vertices. Then H(z2) is the egf for counting the number of
labeled cfc graphs. By applying expansion and dilation operations, Palmer et al. [6] derived the following differential
equation whose formal power series solution is the egf for labeled cfc graphs on 2n vertices:
0 = (144z8 + 288z7 − 576z4)H ′′(z)
+ (−36z10 − 96z9 + 24z8 + 144z7 + 576z6 + 384z5
− 576z4 − 2880z3 − 576z2 + 1152)H ′(z)
+ (−15z11 − 74z10 − 130z9 − 96z8 + 144z7 + 368z6 + 336z5 − 288z4
− 240z3 − 288z2 − 96z)H(z). (2)
Eq. (2) can be converted to a differential equation whose formal solution is the egf for the number of connected cfc
graphs by the substitution
H(z) = eH1(z), (3)







and h1(n) is the number of connected labeled cfc graphs with 2n vertices. One can now have the following differential
equation for H1(z):
0 = (144z8 + 288z7 − 576z4)H ′1(z)H ′1(z)
+ (144z8 + 288z7 − 576z4)H ′′1 (z)
+ (−36z10 − 96z9 + 24z8 + 144z7 + 576z6 + 384z5
− 576z4 − 2880z3 − 576z2 + 1152)H ′1(z)
+ (−15z11 − 74z10 − 130z9 − 96z8 + 144z7 + 368z6 + 336z5 − 288z4
− 240z3 − 288z2 − 96z). (5)
The recurrence relation for the number of connected cfc graphs can be found by extracting the coefﬁcient of zn/(2n)!
from both sides of (5). The relation is supported by the boundary conditions in Table 1.
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k(n − 3 − k)
(2k)!(2n − 6 − 2k)!h1(k)h1(n − 3 − k)
− 144 (n − 7)(n − 8)
(2n − 14)! h1(n − 7) − 288
(n − 6)(n − 7)
(2n − 12)! h1(n − 6)
+ 576 (n − 3)(n − 4)
(2n − 6)! h1(n − 3) + 36
(n − 10)
(2n − 20)!h1(n − 10)
+ 96 (n − 9)
(2n − 18)!h1(n − 9) − 24
(n − 8)
(2n − 16)!h1(n − 8)
− 144 (n − 7)
(2n − 14)!h1(n − 7) − 576
(n − 6)
(2n − 12)!h1(n − 6)
− 384 (n − 5)
(2n − 10)!h1(n − 5) + 576
(n − 4)
(2n − 8)!h1(n − 4)
+ 2880 (n − 3)
(2n − 6)!h1(n − 3) + 576
(n − 2)
(2n − 4)!h1(n − 2)
}
. (6)
By applying Mathematica to this recurrence relation, we calculated the numbers of 1-connected cfc graphs shown
in Table 2. The boundary conditions are found by adding the numbers from the constants in Eq. (5) to the values which
come from the output of recurrence relation (6) above for n up to 12. For example, in case of n = 12, the number
15 ∗ 24!/(1152 ∗ 12) = 673229602575129600000
which comes from the constants in Eq. (5) and the value
1664358223486235397120000
which comes from the recurrence relation (6) by using the previous boundary values for n< 12 are added up to the
boundary condition h1(12) = 1665031453088810526720000.
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Table 2






































Eq. (6) can be applied inductively to calculate h1(m), for allmn using O(n2) arithmetic operations. The recurrence
relation implied by Eq. (2) can be applied inductively to calculate h0(m), for allmn using O(n) arithmetic operations.
3. The 2-connected claw-free cubic graphs
A 2-connected general cubic graph can be converted to a 2-connected cfc graph by the expansion operation, which
converts an edge of a general cubic graph to a string of diamonds, and the dilation operation, which inﬂates a vertex of
a general cubic graph to a triangle. The smallest 2-connected general cubic graph is K4. By the dilation operation K4
is converted to a 2-connected cfc graph of order 12. These operations produce 2-connected cfc graphs of order at least
12. There are three types of 2-connected cfc graphs that cannot be produced in this way as follows:
(a) K4,
(b) the rings of two or more diamonds of order 2n8, and
(c) the triangular prism of order 2n = 6, and the graphs of order 2n10 obtained by expanding with diamonds the
edges of the triangular prism that do not belong to a triangle.
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ln(1 − z2/2). (7)
And 2-connected cfc graphs obtained by expanding with diamonds the edges of the triangular prism that do not










= (1 − z2/2)−1 (8)
is the egf of the strings of diamonds.
Let (z2) be the egf of all three types above then we have




















where g2(2m, d) is the number of 2-connected labeled general cubic graphs of order 2m with s single edges, d double
edges, and 2m = (2s + 4d)/3. We deﬁne f2(2n, d) to be the number of cfc graphs of order 2n built from 2-connected
general cubic graphs with s single edges, d double edges, and no loops by dilating vertices and expanding edges. Then
we have the following formula which is simpler then the one in [5] because we do not have loops in 2-connected cfc
graphs.


















4, . . . , 4
)
(12)j , (11)
where j is the number of diamonds and 2n12.
Proof. Suppose G is a 2-connected labeled general cubic graph counted by g2(2m, d). First we choose 6m labels from




) ( 6m3, . . . , 3
)
(2m)!
is the number of ways to do this. In triangles, the number of ways to label the vertices according to the adjacencies is
(3!)2m−2d(32 · 2)d .
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Table 3



















Since there are 3m original edges in G, they can be expanded by j diamonds using combinations. Using combinations










The number of ways to arrange the remaining labels for the diamonds and the number of ways to assign labels to
individual diamonds is(
4j
4, . . . , 4
)
(4!/2)j .
So the proof is completed. 
Note that the number of 2-connected cfc graphs which can be obtained by (11) depends on the number of double





















be the egf of 2-connected cfc graphs. Then we have
H2(z
2) = B2(z2) + (z2). (14)
To compute the number b2(2n), we need to compute the numbers f2(2n, d) and sum them up according to the number
of vertices 2n. Then we need to extract the coefﬁcients of the three egf’s whose sum is (z2). By adding, ﬁnally, the
above numbers from each egf according to the number of vertices, we obtain the numbers of 2-connected cfc graphs
as in Table 3.
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Combining the sum in (12) and the double sum in (11) results in triple sum with the inner sum∑md=0g2(2m, d)/2d .
Since the relevant values of g2 can be found in O(n2) arithmetic operations [1], these inner sums can be calculated for
mn in O(n2) arithmetic operations. For rn one can then calculate b2(2r) with O(r2) arithmetic operations, hence
all of the b2(2r) for rn can be calculated with O(n3) arithmetic operations in total.
4. The 3-connected claw-free cubic graphs







where g3(2m) is the number of 3-connected labeled general cubic graphs of order 2mwith s single edges and 2m=2s/3.
Then we deﬁne f3(2n) to be the number of cfcs of order 2n built by dilating vertices in general cubic graphs with
s single edges, no double edges, and no loops. Suppose G is a 3-connected labeled general cubic graph counted by
g3(2m). Then the contribution of G to f3(2n), with (2m) · 3 = 2n, is determined by arranging the 2n labels in 2m
unordered groups of three vertices each for triangles. Here is the simple relationship between f3(2n) and g3(2m).
Lemma 2. For ﬁxed n, we have
f3(2n) = g3(2m)(6m)!
(2m)! , (16)
where 2n = 6m and m2.
The smallest 3-connected general cubic graph is K4. Therefore, the dilation operation produces 3-connected cfc
graphs of order at least 12. But it will produce every 3-connected cfc graph except the triangular prism of order 2n= 6.
The numbers g3(2m) can be found by using Wormald’s recurrence relation [7]. He showed that
g3(2m) = (2m)! r(m)3m2m , (17)
where
r(m) = (3m − 2)(r(m − 1) +
m−2∑
i=2
r(i)r(m − i). (18)
We used this method to compute the numbers g3(2m), i.e. the number of 3-connected cfc graphs, shown in Table 4.This
completes the enumeration of cfc graphs with given connectedness.
The r(m) can be computed using relation (18) by induction on m and g3(2m) to be calculated on the basis of relation
(17) for m2. Now f3(2n) is determined from relation (16) for each n. In this way all of the values for order up to 2n
can be computed with O(n2) arithmetic operations in total.
5. Conclusion
The values of h1(n) and h3(n) were checked for n12 by calculating the order of the automorphism graphs of the
small connected cfcs.
The numbers h2(n)were also checked for small value of n by ﬁnding the diagrams of the unlabeled cfcs with connec-
tivity 1. These are the graphs that contribute to the difference between h1(n) and h2(n). For example, there are 20 unla-
beled cfcs with 2n=24 vertices and (G)=1. And the number of ways to label these is 340923470744045629440000.
And then we compare this to the number which is the difference between the h1(12) and h2(12) which are found in
the Tables 2 and 3, respectively as follows:
340923470744045629440000 = h1(12) − h2(12).
The numbers on the right side of the Table 5 are exactly the differences between h1(n) and h2(n).
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Table 4




























Number of unlabeled and labeled cfc with (G) = 1







Finally, we note that almost 80% of cfcs are 2-connected when the number of vertices is 34 or 36. This is consistent
with the observation in [5] that almost all cfcs are 2-connected.
Acknowledgments
The author are grateful to the refrees whose comments improved the presentation.
References
[1] G. Chae, E.M. Palmer, R.W. Robinson, Counting labeled general cubic graphs, Discrete Math., 2007, in press, doi:10.1016/j.disc.2007.03.011.
[2] G. Chartrand, L. Lesniak, Graphs & Digraphs, fourth ed., Chapman & Hall, CRC, Boca Raton, 2005.
[3] H. Gropp, Enumeration of regular graphs 100 years ago, Discrete Math. 101 (1992) 73–85.
[4] F. Harary, E.M. Palmer, Graphical Enumeration, Academic, New York, 1973.
[5] B.D. McKay, E.M. Palmer, R.C. Read, R.W. Robinson, The asymptotic number of claw-free cubic graphs, Discrete Math. 272 (2003) 107–118.
[6] E.M. Palmer, R.C. Read, R.W. Robinson, Counting claw-free cubic graphs, SIAM J. Discrete Math. 16 (2002) 65–73.
[7] N.C. Wormald, Enumeration of labelled graphs II: cubic graphs with a given connectivity, J. London Math. Soc. (2) 20 (1979) 1–7.
